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chanical stimuli occurs and immediately disappears after elimination of the stim-
ulus. 

When examining a carious spot, we take into account its color, location, 
size, surface roughness, surface gloss, and spot uniformity. 

The discoloration of the spot into light brown or brown, the reduction in the 
spot size, the smooth surface, the appearance of gloss, the movement of the spot 
from the gum towards the occlusal surface and the heterogeneity of the spot are 
signs of stabilization of the carious process. 

When probing the spot, its surface can be smooth (initial caries) or rough 
(superficial caries) due to the destruction of the surface layer. 

Additional methods for diagnosing class V caries include drying, vital stain-
ing, examination in ultraviolet light, thermal testing, electrodontometry, laser fluo-
rescence. 

The test tooth is thoroughly cleaned from plaque. When the border is dried, 
the spots become clearer, it is possible to determine the lack of gloss on the cari-
ous surface. 

Vital staining is based on increasing the permeability of caries-affected hard 
tooth tissues for aqueous solutions of dyes (methylene blue or red). The dye is ab-
sorbed after contact with solutions of colorants in the areas of demineralization of 
hard tissues, while unchanged tissues are not stained. It is possible not only to 
identify focal demineralization of enamel using this method, but also to judge the 
activity of the pathological process. The most common color is 2% aqueous solu-
tion of methylene blue. The dye is applied to the tooth surface, which previously 
was cleaned, dried and isolated with cotton wools. Apply dye for 3 minutes, then 
the wools are removed and only after that the dye is removed from the tooth. Es-
timation of enamel staining is carried out either by means of a special scale having 
different shades of blue or visually, subdividing the intensity into light, medium 
and high, which corresponds to the degree of demineralization of the enamel. Af-
ter this test, the color of the enamel is restored to normal within half an hour. 

When carious spot is examined in the ultraviolet light bluish glow (lumines-
cence) is absent. 

The data of the other methods of examination are the same as for caries on 
another surface. 

CLASS VI  (BLACK  CLASSIFICATION ) 
The literature describes the cavities of  Class VI , which are localized on the 

incisal edge of incisors, cusp tips of canines, premolars and molars. 
Caries of this localization is rare. Enamel erosion is the most common cause 

of the formation of such defects. Dentine, as a softer tissue, is abraded faster. It 
leads to the development of cup-like defects. Dentine can be light or pigmented, 
dense during probing. 




































































