M. E. JIazywesuu
COBPEMEHHBIE METOJUKHA N3YUEHUS NHOCTPAHHOM JEKCUKHA
Hayunowtii pykosooumens ooy. M. H. Ilempoea
Kagheopa unocmpanmvix s3vixos,
benopycckuii eocyoapcmeentuiii meduyunckui yrugepcumem, 2. Munck

M. E. Lagushevich
CURRENT STRATEGIES FOR LEARNING FOREIGN LANGUAGE
VOCABULARY
Tutor associate professor M. N. Petrova
Department of Foreign Languages,
Belarusian State Medical University, Minsk

Pe3rome. B cTathe mpescraBiieHbl pe3yibTaThl ONpOca, B KOTOPOM MOKa3aHO MHEHHE CTYACHTOB
benopycckoro rocynapcTBEHHOIO0 MEIUIIMHCKOTO YHMBEpPCUTETa 00 HCIOJIb30BAaHUU IPUIIOKEHUH C
GudII-KapTOUKaMU U1 U3YYEHUSI MHOCTPAHHOIO sA3bIKa. Pe3ynbTaThl MccaeOBaHUS YKa3blBalOT Ha TO,
YTO CTYAEHTbI, KOTOPBIE UCIIOIb3YIOT NPHIIOKEHUS C (DIAMI-KapTOUYKaMHU, yIOBJIETBOPEHbI CBOMMH YyCIIe-
xamu. CaMbIM NPEANOYTUTEIBHBIM IPUIIOKEHUEM OKa3anoch mpuioxenue «Quizlet».

KiroueBble ciioBa: o0pazoBaHue, CTYACHTHI, aHTJIMACKUN KaK MHOCTPAHHBIN, (PIIA1I-KapTOUKH.

Abstract. The article presents the results of a survey showing the opinion of the students of Bela-
rusian State Medical University on using flashcard applications for learning a foreign language. The find-
ings of the research indicate that students using flashcard applications are satisfied with their progress.The
most preferable application was proven to be Quizlet.

Keywords: education, students, EFL, flashcards.

Relevance. Vocabulary acts as a solid basis for any language. Grammar knowledge
cannot be employed in any discourse without the mediation of vocabulary which is crucial
for effective communication. Therefore, vocabulary acquisition and word retention play an
important role in successful foreign language learning.

Currently, the development of mobile technologies and the presence of
smartphones have provided many advantages for English language learners due to the
availability of a large number of electronic applications. To date, several studies have in-
vestigated potential benefits of using e-learning technologies which have greatly improved
and expanded educational opportunities and have contributed to the shift of the traditional
academic environment to mobile learning. However, they have mainly focused on the use
of teacher-created material, and the information on the effect of student-generated learning
material is scarce.

Aim: the study is aimed at evaluating whether e-technologies help learners to ac-
quire new vocabulary in a more efficient way and how they influence learners’ perfor-
mance. It examines the role of smartphone application devices in vocabulary learning and
how it can be incorporated into the students’ learning experience.

Tasks:

1. To get a better insight into electronic applications for foreign language learning.

2. To conduct a survey on the effectivenessof using flashcard applications among
students.
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Materials and methods. Scientific publications and the Internet resources were an-
alyzed to systematize the information on the problem; sociological and statistical methods
were used to assess the effect of student-generated electronic Quizlet flashcards on vocab-
ulary development and retention. 65 university students were questioned to learn about
their awareness of mobile applications and to consider their perception and opinion on the
use of this technique in the educational process.

Results and discussion. Vocabulary knowledge can be divided into receptive and
productive skills, the first one referring to the ability to recall and recognize the word in
reading and listening while the latter means the ability to use it in speaking and writing
(Nation, 2001). A research has demonstrated that students creating their own flashcards
sets using Quizlet not only contributes to widening their receptive vocabulary knowledge
(Milliner, 2013), but also makes them produce the terms in a written or spoken form,
which enhances their productive knowledge.
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Fig. 1 — Use of flashcard software by students
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application

Fig. 2 — Reasons for not using flashcard software

Quizlet is an application that enables students to create their own digital flashcards
and offers different learning modes for students to practice and study the flashcard sets.
These learning modes include 1) flashcards to review the vocabulary items and their
meaning; 2) choosing the correct term or definition out of three options; 3) writing the
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word or expression they hear; 4) doing different tests based on the student’s flashcard set;
5) matching terms with the corresponding definition etc.

Quizlet

Cram

Studyblue

Tinycards

Memrise

Fig. 3 — Students’ preferencies in using flashcard software
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Fig. 4 — Effectiveness of learning new vocabulary
with the help of online flashcard apps

The results of the survey revealed a positive general attitude of the students to the
use of mobile applications in education. Most of the students who use flashcard applica-
tions prefer Quizlet. The questioned students admit that flashcards they create contribute
to learning new vocabulary faster and more effectively by reviewing it regularly and con-
sistently, which facilitates the process of transferring the knowledge into long-term
memory. The questionnaire analysis indicates that the use of the applications may help the
students to increase the vocabulary and enhance confidence in class participation.

Conclusion:

1 The findings prove that this technology is a useful tool to support and motivate
students to learn vocabulary and improve learners’ performance. Both EFL teachers and
students should be involved in using mobile technologies as modern educational tools to
achieve better results.
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2 Incorporation of electronic tools facilitates the educational process and makes it
more efficient.
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